"Sawitribai Phule (1831-1897) was perhapy the
earliest visonary inw India who had realised the
importance of girls education ar a meany of female
empowerment. It was ay early as in the first half of 19%
century ; shehad stowted -her first school inPune (1847).

It was alimost during the soune tume; nthe furst half
of the 19™ century, other visionaries and female
emancipatory had stowted the schooly for girly inv other
partyof India : Nawrayana gurw in Kerala and west coast,
K. Veeresow Lingam, inAndhra region and East const and
Annie Besant (Madyas) inv Tamil Nadw had lawnched-
their effovtyatfemaleeducalionther.

Howerver, Sowvilribai Phude and her revolutionary
hawsband. Jyoti Rao-Phule stond out as theearliest pioneery
andvisionariesinfemaleeducationand empowerment.

Sawitribai way so- cowrageows, so radical and so
movginalized womerof Indianaseairly oy 175 years ago!
She-was ove of those pioneery of women's education, social
and cultwral renaissance;, just beforve the daww of the
Indianw independence movement and birth of the
congress:

Hence the special appreciatiov of thiy subject and
Motivationfor theseminar.”
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