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Objectives:

The history of India after the Mauryas is very important to understand the
developments in early India after the Mauryas, which finally led to the transition to
medieval India. The course is aimed at introducing the students to the developments in
different parts of India through a brief study of regional kingdoms up to the tenth century
C.E. It attempts to highlight the consequences of the foreign invasions, particularly on the
polity, economy, society and art and architecture. The attempt is also to instill the spirit of
enquiry among the students.

Learning outcomes :
By studying this paper, students will
1. Know the early empires of ancient India.

2. Understand various developments in South India in ancient time.

Unit I: Central Asian Contacts and the Age of the Shung-Satvahanas [12]

(@) The Indo-Greeks, The Shakas, The Parthians, The Kushanas: Economy, Society,
Religion and Culture

(b) The Age of Shung-Satvahanas: Polity and Administration, Society,
Economy,Culture

Unit 11: Early History of South India
[12]

(a) Period of Sangam Literature —Society and Culture, early polities
(b) Economy: Towns, Trade and Crafts



Unit 111: North India: Gupta and Harshvardhan

[12]
(a) The Gupta Empire — Brief Political History, Administration, Society, Trade,
Science and Technology
(b) Harshvardhan: Administration, Religion, Education
Unit 1V: Regional Kingdoms: A Brief History [12]

(a) The Chalukyas, Pallavas, Pandya - Struggle for Supremacy over Peninsular India
(b) Rashtrakutas, Palas, Parmaras- Tripartite Struggle
(c) Literature, Religion, Art and Architecture
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