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Paper No.1  

Credits:4  

Course Title: History: Theory and Method 

Objectives  
The paper is designed to provide adequate conceptual base, bring better understanding of  

history and its forces, help interrogate existing paradigms and challenge the outdated, help in  
developing critique, help research in terms of formulating hypotheses and develop broad frames  
of interaction with other social sciences and attain certain level of interdisciplinary approach.  
 

Learning Outcomes : 
 

1. Students will get acquainted with early theories of Historiography. 
2. Students will acquire knowledge about modern and most recent theories of History writing. 
3. Students will understand the definition and nature of History. 
4. With respect to other social sciences students will have an interdisciplinary approach 

towards History. 

Course Content  

Unit 1 : History:                                                                                                                   08 

1.1  Definition, nature  

1.2  Interaction with  Social Sciences  

Unit 2 : History and its theories                                                                                         12      

2.2  Greco-Roman  

2.3  Church  

Unit 3 : Emergence of Modern theories of history                                                           16 

3.1  Rationalist, Romanticist,   

3.2  School of Scientific History  

3.3  Materialist Theory of  history   

3.4  Positivism  

Unit 4 : Structuralism, Post-structuralism                                                                        12 

Unit 5 : Subaltern Studies                                                                                                   12 



1  

Select Readings  

English  

Barry, Peter, Beginning Theory: An introduction to literary and cultural 

theory, Manchester University Press, New York, 1995.  

Carr, E.H., What is History, Penguin Books, Harmondsworth,  

1971.                                                                                                             

Childs, Peter, Modernism, Routledge, London, 2000.  

Collingwood, R.G., The Idea Of History, Oxford University Press, New York, 

1976.                                                                                                                                            

Eagleton, Terry, Ideology, Verso, 1991.  

Encyclopaedia of Social Sciences  

Foucault, Michel, The Archeology of Knowledge, translated by Sheridan 

Smith, Tavistock Publications, London 1982.  

Hamilton,Paul, Historicism, London, Routledge, First Indian Edition, 2007. 

Langlois Ch, V. and Ch. Seignobos, Introduction to the study of History, Barnes and 

Noble Inc. and Frank Cass and co., New York, 1966.  

Russell, Bertrand, History of Western Philosophy, Routledge, London, rpt. 

1996.  

Marathi  

Carr, E.H., What is History? Marathi translation by V.G. Lele, Itihas Mhanaje 

Kay?, Continental Prakashan, Pune, 1998  

Dahake, Vasant Abaji, et.al (ed.) Marathi Vangmayeen Sandnya- Sankalpana 

Kosh, G.R Bhatkal Foundation, Mumbai, 2001.  

Deo, Prabhakar, Itihas: Eka Shastra , Brain Tonic Prakashan, Nashik, 

2007. Kothekar, Shanta, Itihas: Tantra ani Tatvadnyana, Shri sainath 

Prakashan, Nagpur,2005.  

Sardesai, B.N., Itihas Lekhan Shastra, Phadke 



 

Department of History ( M.A. Part I)  

                                                                        
Semester I          Lectures : 60  

Core Paper :  PAHS 112  

Paper No. 2   

Credits: 4  

Course Title: Evolution of Ideas and Institutions in Early India  

Objectives  
The course intends to provide an understanding of the social, economic and 

institutional bases of  Early India. It is based on the premise that an understanding 
of Early Indian history is crucial to understand Indian history as a whole.  
 

Learning outcomes :-  
1. Students will be able to analyze perceptions, limitations and range of sources of        
EarlyIndia                                                                                                                               
2. Students will be able to explain Political and Social Ideas and Institutions of 
EarlyIndia.                                                                                                                                           
3. Students will be able to illustrate emergence of caste based societies in Early 
India.                                                                                                                                          
4. Students will be able to explain emergence of States in Early India 

Course content  

Unit 1 : Defining Early India         08 
1.1  Historiography (colonial, nationalist)  

1.2  Terminology (‘Hindu’  ‘Early’)  

Unit 2 : Sources: Perceptions, Limitations, Range      08 
2.1  Archaeological  

2.2  Literary sources (Sanskrit, Prakrit, Pali; Religious, non-religious Tamil   )  

2.3  Inscriptions  

2.4  Foreign accounts  

Unit 3 : Political Ideas and Institutions        16               
3.1  Lineage Polities (Rig Vedic)  

3.2 Pre-State formations (Janapadas, Mahajanapadas)  

3.3  Early State Formations (From Mahajanapadas to Maurya)  
3.4  Administrative Institutions (Kingship: Rajanya-Samrat, Sabha and Samiti to  

Council of ministers)  

3.5  Saptanga Theory  

Unit 4 : Social ideas and institutions        14 
4.1  Kin and Lineage society  

4.2  The emergence of caste based societies, marginalization and  

  subordination  
4.3  Social protest and the emergence of new social and religious forms 
4.4  post-Mauryan social formations  

4.5  Education System in Ancient India  



Unit 5 : Economy           14  

 5.1      Pre-historic to Chalcolithic developments                                                                                                            

5.2      Development of Agriculture and Trade                                                                                                                

5.3       Expanding Trade Economy - guilds, crafts, coinage                                                                                              

5.4       Urbanisation 

 

Select Readings  

English  

Claessen, H.J.M and Skalnik, P, (ed.), The Early State, The Hague,  

1978            Jha,                                                                                                                  

D.N., Early India A Concise History, Manohar  

Parasher-Sen, Aloka (ed.), Subordinate and Marginal Groups in Early India, Oxford 

India Paperbacks, Second Edition, 2007  

Sharma, R.S., Aspects of Ancient Indian Political Ideas and Institutions, 

Manohar, reprint, 1999.  

Sharma, R.S., Sudras in Ancient India, New Delhi, 1998.  

Thapar, R., Ancient Indian Social History: Some Interpretations, Orient 

Longman, reprint,1996.  

Thapar, R., From Lineage to State, Oxford India Paperbacks, 

1990 Thapar, R., Interpreting Early India, Delhi, 1995.  

Thapar, R., Narratives and the Writing of History, Delhi, 2000.  

Sastri, K.A.N., History of South India, Oxford University Press, 

1975. Veluthat, K. 

Marathi                                                                                                                                      

>k Mh-,u- & ^çkfpu Hkkjr% ,Sfrgkfld #ijs[kk* vuqokn]ikj/kh ek-Ñ-ds lkxj çdk’ku iq.ks 200   

>k Mh-,u- & vuqokn th- ch- nsxjyqdj] ^ekS;ksZRrj o xqIrdkyhu jktLo i/nrh* Mk;eaM 

çdk’ku iq.ks]2006-                                         

dkslkach Mh- Mh- & vuqokn] olar rqGiqGs] ^iqjk.kdFkk vkf.k okLrork* yksdok³e; x`g]eaqcbZ] 

1977                                                                                         

’kekZ vkj- ,l- &  vuqokn] jkuMs-ih- ^çkfpu Hkkjrkrhy jktdh; fopkj vkf.k laLFkk*] Mk;eaM 

çdk’ku] iq.ks] 2006                         

M‚-Fkkij- jksfeyk & ^vfyZ bafM;k* vuqokn çkpk;Z ja-uk-xk;/kuh oklarh QMds ds lkxj çdk’ku 

iq.ks ]2015  

    



4  

Department of History ( M.A. Part I)  

Semester I             Lectures : 60  
Core paper :  PAHS 113 

Paper No. 3  

Credits: 4  

Course Title: Maratha Polity  

Objectives  
The purpose of the course is to study the administrative system of the Marathas in an  

analytical way, to acquaint the student with the nature of Maratha Polity, to understand basic  
components of the Maratha administrative structure, to enable the student to understand the basic  
concepts of the Maratha polity. 

 
 Learning outcomes :- 
 

1. Students will be able to analyze administrative system of Marathas  

2. Students will be able to explain nature of Maratha Polity.  

3. Students will be able to identify strength and weakness of Maratha administrative system.  

4. Students will be able to review socio- political power structure of Maratha period. 

Course content  
Unit 1 : Defining the term ‘Maratha Polity’       02  

Unit 2 : Nature of Sources: Perceptions, Limitations, Range     10 
2.1  Literary  

2.2  Foreign  

2.3  Archival  

2.4  Miscellaneous  

Unit 3 : Maratha State          12 
3.1  Formation of the Maratha State  

3.2  Nature  

Unit 4 : Administrative Structure         20 
4.1  Administrative Structure of the Deccani Kingdoms: a brief survey           
4.2  Principles underlying Maratha Administration  

4.3  Central: the institution of kingship, theory, problem of legitimacy, Ashta  
Pradhan Mandal  

4.4  Provincial and Village: administrative units  

4.5       Fiscal administration: Public income and expendture               

4.6       Military System: forts, infantry, cavalry, navy 

  

Unit 5 :  Judicial Administrative System        16 
5.1  Sources of law  

5.2  Judicial structure – central, provincial  

5.3  Judicial institutions – political, traditional  

5.4  Crime and punishment – police  

 



  

Select Readings  

English  

Apte B.K., A History of the Maratha Navy And Merchantships, State Board 

for Literature and Culture, Bombay, 1973.  

Chandra, Satish, Medieval India (Society, the jagirdari crisis and the village), Macmillan India.  

India Ltd., Madras, 1992.  

Gune,V.T.,^Judicial System of the Marathas,Deccan’, College,Pune 

1953. 

Kulkarni, A.R., ^Maharashtra in the Age of Shivaji’ Pune, 2002.  

Kulke, Hermann (ed.), ^the State in India 1000-1700’, Oxford University 

Press, Mumbai,1997. 

Mahajan, T.T., Maratha Administration in the 18th century  

Ranade, M.G., Rise of the Maratha Power, Bombay, 1900.  

Sen, S.N., Administrative System of the Marathas, Calcutta, 1976 

Sen, S.N., Military System of the Marathas.    

ejkBh laaanHkZ xzaFk  

tks’kh ,l-,u- & ^vokZfpu egkjk"Vª bfrgkldkfyu jkT;dkjHkkjkpk vH;kl* 1600 &1680 

tks’kh ,l-,u- vkf.k fHkaxkjs-,y-,e-&^vkKki= vkf.k jktfurh*] iq.ks] 1960               

dqyd.khZ v-jk- & ^f’kodkfyu egkjk"Vª* jktgal] iq.ks] 1993              

dqyd.khZ v-jk- [kjs x-g- & ejkB;kapk bfrgkl] [kaM 1 rs 3 dWfUVusVy çdk’ku] iq.ks] 1984 

[kaM 1] 1985 [kaM 2] 1986 [kaM 3-                    

tks’kh ,l-,u- &^N=irh f’kokth jkts ;kaph c[kj* fp=’kkYkk] iq.ks] 1960-  

 



 

 Department of History (M.A.Part I) 

Semester I                Lectures : 60 

Core Paper : PAHS 114 

Paper No.4 

Credits : 4 

Course Title: Social Background of Dalit Movement in Maharashtra 

Objectives: 

This paper is designed to emphasise the background of the Dalit movement which flourished 

in the twentieth century. It highlights the earlier forms of protest from the ancient till the 

medieval period, which laid the foundations for social protest and dissent in the pre- Ambedkar 

period. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

 

1. Students acquire knowledge of various term, concept related to Indian society and cast system. 

2. Student able to understand the change and continuity of Indian Society. 

3. They discuss the contemporary social issues in classroom and its related to be social history. 

4. They take interest to reads various book related to dalit movement in Maharashtra. 

5. They understand the importance of moral and social value. 

6. They write and present their own view on social history. 

 

Course Content 

         Unit 1:  Historical Development of caste system                                   04  

                

         Unit 2:  Defining the term ‘Dalit’ and ‘Dalit consciousness’                   08 

                                 

         Unit 3: Historical Background of Protest                                             16  

                               

           3.1 Early Manifestations- Lokayat, Buddhism,Jainism 

         3.2 Medieval Manifestations-  Janabai, Chokhamela, Soyarabai, 

                 Karmamela, Banka,Tukaram and  Bahinabai 

 

 Unit 4: Non-Dalit Contribution to the Dalit Movement                             16 

                                                                          

            4.1   Mahatma Phule, Savitribai Phule, 

            4.2   Vitthal Ramji Shinde 

            4.3   Sayajirao Gaikwad Maharaj, 

            4.4  RajarshiShahu Maharaj 

 

   Unit 5: Pre-Ambedkar reformers and protest                                    16  
                                   

             5.1    Gopal Baba Walangkar 

             5.2    Mukta Salve 

             5.3    Shivaram JanbaKamble 

             5.4   KisanFagujiBansode 



 

 

Select Readings: 

 

English: 

1. Ambedkar B. R., ‘Castes in India’, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and 
Speeches, Vol. I, Govt. of Maharashtra, Mumbai, 1987. 

2. Ambedkar B. R., ‘Who were the Shudras’, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar 
Writings and Speeches, Vol. VII, Govt. of Maharashtra, Mumbai, 1987. 

3. Ambedkar B. R., ‘Revolution and Counter Revolution in Ancient India’, Dr. 
Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and Speeches, Vol. III, Govt. of Maharashtra, 
Mumbai, 1987. 

4. Ambedkar B. R., ‘The Untouchables’, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar 
Writings and Speeches, Vol. VII, Govt. of Maharashtra, Mumbai, 1987. 

5. Ambedkar B. R. ‘Annihilation of Caste’, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar 
Writings and Speeches, Govt. of Maharashtra, Mumbai, 2013. 

6. Channa D. R., ‘Slavery in Ancient India’, Peoples Publishing House, Delhi, 1960. 

7. Eleanor Zelliot. ‘From Untouchable to Dalit’, Manohar Publishers, New Delhi, 

1992. 

8. Gail Omvedt, ‘Cultural Revolt in Colonial Society’, Manohar Publishers, New 
Delhi, 2011. 

Gail Omvedt, ‘Understanding Caste’, Orient BlackSwan, New Delhi, 2011. 

9. Gail Omvedt, ‘Buddhism in India: Challenging Brahmanism and Caste, 
Sage Publication. 

10. Ghurye G. S., ‘Caste and Race in India’ Sage Publication, New Delhi, 2016. 

11. Jaiswal, Suvira, ‘Caste; origin, functions, dimensions and change,’ 
Manohar Publication., Delhi. 

12. Jha, Vivekanand, ‘Candala: Untouchability and caste in early India,’ Primus 

Books. 

13. KanchaIlliah, ‘God as Political Philosopher, Buddha’s Challenge to 
Brahminism’, Samya, Kolkata, 2001. 

14. Khane B. D., ‘Chhatrapati Shahu’s Crusade Against Untouchability’, Critical 
Quest, New Delhi, 2006. 

15. Mani Braj Ranjan, ‘Debrahmanising History’, Manohar Publishers, New Delhi, 

2018. 

16. Rao Anupama, ‘The Caste Question’, Permanent Black, New Delhi, 2010. 

Delhi, 2002. 

17. Sharma R. S., ‘Material, Culture and Social Formations in Ancient India’, 
Oxford University Press, 1983. 

18. Sharma R. S., ‘Shudras in Ancient India’, Motilal Banarasidas, New Delhi, 1980. 

19. Thapar Romila, ‘Ancient Indian Social History’, Orient Longman, New Delhi, 

1978. 

20. Thapar Romila, ‘From Lineage to State’, Oxford University Press, 1999. 

21. Valerian Rodrigues, ‘Conversations with Ambedkar10 Memorial 
Lectures’Tulika Books, New Delhi, 2019. 
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         1-v=s f=acd ukjk;.k]^xko&xk<k*]eqacÃ]1959- 

         2-Hkxr vkj-Vh-¼laik½]^lar lkfgR; vkf.k va/kJ/nk fuewZyu*]pSrU; izdk’ku]dksYgkiwj]2002- 

         3- Hkxr vkj-Vh-¼laik½ ]^lar lkfgR; vkf.k va/kJ/nk fuewZyu*]pSrU; izdk’ku]dksYgkiwj]2003- 

         4- xoGh ih-,-^is'kosdkyhu lekt o tkrhpk la?k"kZ*] dksYgkiwj]1982- 

         5- xoGh ih-,- ^is'kosdkyhu xqykefxjh o vLi`';rk*] dksYgkiwj]1990- 

         6- dkS'kY;;ku]HknaRuvkuan]^euqLe`rh dk tkGyh xsyh\*]ukxiqj- 

         7- dhj /kuat;] ^egkRek T;ksfrck Qqys%vkeP;k lekt Økarhps tud*]eqacbZ]1975- 

         8- [kSjeksMs pkaxnso Hkokujko]^M‚-Hkhejko jketh vkacsMdj pfj=*][kaM 1&9 lwxkok 

            izdk’ku]iq.ks-  

          9- dhj /kuat; vkf.k ekyls] ¼laik½ ,l-th] ^egkRek Qqys lexz okaM~ae;*] eqacbZ]1988- 

         10- dksljs ,p- ,y] fonHkkZrhy nfyr pGoGhpk bfrgkl] ukxiwj]1984-† 

         11- dhj /kuat;]^MkW-ckcklkgsc vkacsMdj*ikWI;qyj izdk’ku]eqacÃ- 

 

 

 


